
 Spring 2018: MUTH 2400–Theory III 
Section 001 (MWF 8:00 am – 8:50 am: MU322) 

 
Dr. Gillian Robertson 

Office: MU260A 
Email: gillian.robertson@unt.edu  

Office Hours: Tues/Thurs: 9:00–10:00 am, Wed: 2:00–3:00 pm, and by appointment (arrange a time to meet 
with me outside of these hours). 

 
Course Description: The first unit of this course focuses on the chromatic harmonic vocabulary of the late 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Students will develop fluency in chromatic harmony through Roman 
numeral analysis, part writing, figured bass realization, melody harmonization, and model composition. Unit 
two will focus on larger instrumental forms of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries including: binary form, 
ternary form, rondo form, sonata form, and sonata-rondo form. This course also includes days and 
assignments that address computer competency skills (e.g. MuseScore).  
 
Pre-Requisites: MUTH 1500 (Theory II) and MUTH 1510 (Aural Skills II), both with a grade of C or better. 
 
Co-Requisite: MUTH 2410 (Aural Skills III) 

 
Course Materials: 
• Required: Steven Laitz, The Complete Musician, Workbook I: Writing and Analysis, 4th ed. Oxford University 

Press, 2016. 
o Please note that pre-owned or rented workbooks are not recommended for this class as there 

may be pages missing or exercises already completed.   
• Recommended: Steven Laitz, The Complete Musician, Textbook, 4th ed. Oxford University Press, 2016. 
• Required: Staff paper, binder or notebook, pencils  
• Required: Access to course materials posted on Blackboard and access to your UNT student email   
 
Course Objectives: In this course, students will continue to develop analytical tools and music literacy of the 
late eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Students will synthesize their knowledge of harmony and form into a 
model composition, learn to articulate music theoretical arguments in a clear and concise analytical paper, and 
develop relevant computer skills (e.g. using music notation software). 

 
Attendance: Because gaining fluency in music takes consistent practice, students are expected to attend every 
class. Excused absences include official University or College of Music activities, medical emergencies, 
religious observances, and illnesses documented with a doctor’s note. Excused absences do not count 
against attendance or lower your grade.  If you have a condition that might affect your class attendance or 
performance, please see the Office of Disability Accommodations. 
 
Arriving more than 5 minutes late to class three times will result in one recorded absence. Arriving more than 
25 minutes late (half the class) is an absence. Unexcused absences are monitored according to the following 
schedule: 
 
0-2 absences: no questions asked 
3 absences: 10% reduction 
4 absences: 20% reduction 
5 absences: 30% reduction 
6 absences: automatic WF 
 



Please contact me ASAP by email or in person with the reason and documentation for an excused absence; 
accommodations will be made for you to complete or turn in any missed work or assessments within a 
reasonable amount of time after the absence (see more details below).   
  
Grading:  

Course Assessments  Grade Percentages  
Homework Assignments 30%  A (90–100%)  
Quizzes 10%  B (80–89%)  
Midterm Exam 15%  C (70–79%)  
Composition Project 15%  D (60–69%)  
Short Analytical Paper 15%  F (0–59%)  
Final Exam 15%  *A grade of C or higher is required to pass 

the course 
 
Homework: Homework assignments can be found listed on Blackboard (please check our Blackboard site 
on a regular basis, https://learn.unt.edu). Assignments are due at the beginning of class and must be 
completed neatly in pencil and stapled together (when applicable).   
 
Late Policy: assignments turned in after the beginning of class on the day they are due are considered late. Late 
assignments will be penalized a 10% deduction. Homework assignments will not be accepted more than one 
class late. 
 
Excused Absence Policy: if you have an excused absence, turn in your homework before the day you miss, if 
possible (e.g. College of Music activity), or within a reasonable amount of time following the absence as 
determined in consultation with me. 
 
Since we all have an off-day from time to time, your lowest homework assignment grade will be dropped at 
the end of the semester.  
 
You are expected to complete course assessments independently. Please ask me for clarification if you are 
unsure about the instructions or directions of an assignment before it is due. Do not collaborate with other 
students on assignments or online quizzes (see the Academic Integrity section for more details). 
 
Quizzes: there will be a number of online quizzes, particularly for Unit 1 that will test your ability to identify, 
spell, and/or resolve new chromatic chords. Due dates will be posted on Blackboard and further instructions 
will be provided in class before the first quiz. Students will be allowed to take a quiz up to three times in a 
given timeframe and the highest score of all three attempts will be the one that is recorded.  
 
Exams: there will be an exam at the end of each unit (a midterm and final exam respectively). Given the 
nature of the course, exams will be cumulative, but the main emphasis will be on the topics covered in that 
unit (e.g. Unit 2 focuses on form but you may be asked to analyze the harmonies of an excerpt that features 
chords you studied in Unit 1). Check the course outline and final exam schedule carefully and make your 
travel plans accordingly so that you can write the midterm and final exams at the scheduled times. 
 
Composition Project: you will be composing a short art song for voice and piano. Projects turned in after 
the beginning of class on the day they are due are considered late and will be penalized a 10% deduction. 
Projects will not be accepted more than one class late. I will provide more details and instructions in class and 
on Blackboard. 
 
 
 



Short Analytical Paper: at the end of the semester you will be completing a short (2–3 page) analytical paper 
on an assigned piece of music. Your paper will be graded on the quality of your analysis, prose, and 
insights/arguments. More information on the assignment will be provided during Unit 2. 
 
Computer Skills: We will be learning basic features of one or more software programs that are often 
encountered in the music profession. In order to complete some of the homework assignments, you will need 
to access:  
 
• MuseScore: https://musescore.org (free download or available on the computers in the music computer 

lab). If you are proficient with other notation programs (e.g. Sibelius, Finale), you may choose to use these 
programs instead of MuseScore. If time permits, we may also explore Audacity (information will be 
provided in class for this programs) 
 

• Note: cell phones are not to be used during class time. Electronic devices such as laptops or tablets will be 
allowed in class on “technology” days. 

 
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: http://facultysuccess.unt.edu/academic-integrity 
Students caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive a "0" for that particular assignment or exam [or specify 
alternative sanction, such as course failure]. Additionally, the incident will be reported to the Dean of 
Students, who may impose further penalty. According to the UNT catalog, the term “cheating" includes, but 
is not limited to: a. use of any unauthorized assistance in taking quizzes, tests, or examinations; b. dependence 
upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by the instructor in writing papers, preparing reports, 
solving problems, or carrying out other assignments; c. the acquisition, without permission, of tests or other 
academic material belonging to a faculty or staff member of the university; d. dual submission of a paper or 
project, or resubmission of a paper or project to a different class without express permission from the 
instructor(s); or e. any other act designed to give a student an unfair advantage. The term “plagiarism” 
includes, but is not limited to: a. the knowing or negligent use by paraphrase or direct quotation of the 
published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgment; and b. the knowing 
or negligent unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or agency engaged in the selling of 
term papers or other academic materials.  
 
STUDENT Behavior: https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct 
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity 
to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students 
engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the 
student to the Dean of Students to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student 
Conduct. The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including 
university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. (Also see below, UNT Care Team) 
 
ACCESS TO INFORMATION – EAGLE CONNECT: eagleconnect.unt.edu/  
Your access point for business and academic services at UNT occurs at my.unt.edu. All official 
communication from the university will be delivered to your Eagle Connect account.  For more information, 
please visit the website that explains Eagle Connect.   
 
• 2017-2018 Semester Academic Schedule (with Add/Drop Dates) 

o http://catalog.unt.edu/content.php?catoid=17&navoid=1737 
• Academic Calendar at a Glance, 2017-2018 

o https://www.unt.edu/catalogs/2017-18/calendar 
• Final Exam Schedule 

o http://registrar.unt.edu/exams/final-exam-schedule/spring 



ODA STATEMENT: Phone: (940) 565-4323 or Email: disability.unt.edu 
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. 
Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to 
verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be 
delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request 
accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as 
possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of 
accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each 
class. For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation. 
 
FINANCIAL AID AND SATISFACTORY ACADEMIC PROGRESS:  
Undergraduates: http://financialaid.unt.edu/sap 
A student must maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) to continue to receive financial aid.  Students 
must maintain a minimum 2.0 cumulative GPA in addition to successfully completing a required number of 
credit hours based on total registered hours per term.   Students cannot exceed attempted credit hours above 
150% of their required degree plan.  If a student does not maintain the required standards, the student may 
lose their financial aid eligibility. 
 
Students holding music scholarships must maintain a minimum 2.5 overall cumulative GPA and 3.0 
cumulative GPA in music courses. 
 
If at any point you consider dropping this or any other course, please be advised that the decision to do so 
may have the potential to affect your current and future financial aid eligibility. It is recommended that you to 
schedule a meeting with an academic advisor in your college or visit the Student Financial Aid and 
Scholarships office to discuss dropping a course being doing so. 
 
RETENTION OF STUDENT RECORDS: http://ferpa.unt.edu/ 
Student records pertaining to this course are maintained in a secure location by the instructor of record. All 
records such as exams, answer sheets (with keys), and written papers submitted during the duration of the 
course are kept for at least one calendar year after course completion. Course work completed via the 
Blackboard online system, including grading information and comments, is also stored in a safe electronic 
environment for one year. You have a right to view your individual record; however, information about your 
records will not be divulged to other individuals without the proper written consent. You are encouraged to 
review the Public Information Policy and the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) laws and 
the university’s policy in accordance with those mandates. 
 
RESPONDING TO STUDENTS IN DISTRESS: UNT CARE TEAM: 
http://studentaffairs.unt.edu/care 
Please visit the CARE Team website for tips to recognize students in distress and what you need to do in 
cases of extreme behavior or references to suicide. 
 
 



Course Schedule: subject to change with advance notice. Check Blackboard for the most up-to-date information. 
 

Week Date  Topics and Major Assessments 

1 
M: Jan. 15 MLK Day (University Closed) 
W: Jan. 17 Introduction to Course 
F: Jan. 19 Review Applied Chords (Ch. 18) 

2 
M: Jan. 22 Review Extended Tonicization and Modulation (Ch. 19) 
W: Jan. 24 Ch. 21: Modal Mixture   
F: Jan. 26 Modal Mixture 

3 
M: Jan. 29 Modal Mixture (Chromatic Bass Descents and Plagal Progressions) 
W: Jan. 31 Introduction to MuseScore 
F: Feb. 2 Modal Mixture and the German Lied 

4 
M: Feb. 5 Ch. 22: Pivot Chord Modulation to Remote Keys 
W: Feb. 7 Common-Tone Modulations  
F: Feb. 9 Analysis 

5 
M: Feb.12 Ch. 23 The Neapolitan Chord  
W: Feb. 14 The Neapolitan 
F: Feb. 16 The Neapolitan 

6 
M: Feb. 19 Ch. 24: The Augmented Sixth Chord 
W: Feb. 21 Augmented Sixth Chords 
F: Feb. 23 Augmented Sixth Chords 

7 
M: Feb. 26 Enharmonic Modulation: V7/Ger+6 
W: Feb. 28 Enharmonic Modulation: V7/Ger+6 
F: Mar. 2 Ch. 28: New Harmonic Tendencies: Enharmonic Modulation (viiº7) 

8 
M: Mar. 6 Review 
W: Mar. 8 Midterm Exam 
F: Mar. 10 Surprise Topic! 

 Mar. 12–16 Spring Break (no classes) 

9 
M: Mar. 19 Ch. 15–16: Review Periods and Sentences 
W: Mar. 21 Ch. 20: Review Variations 
F: Mar. 23 Ch. 20: Review Binary Form  

10 
M: Mar. 26 Ch. 25: Ternary Form 
W: Mar. 28 Ternary Form 
F: Mar. 30 Introduction to Audacity, Analytical Writing 

11 
M: Apr. 2 Ch. 26: Rondo Form (Five-Part), Composition Projects due 
W: Apr. 4 Rondo Form (Five-Part, Seven-Part) 
F: Apr. 6 Rondo Form (Seven-Part)  

12 
M: Apr. 9 Ch. 17: Sonata Form (Overview) 
W: Apr. 11 Sonata Form: Exposition 
F: Apr. 13 Sonata Form: Exposition 

13 
M: Apr. 16 Sonata Form: Development and Recapitulation  
W: Apr. 18 Sonata Form: Development and Recapitulation 
F: Apr. 20 Sonata Form: Other characteristics, elements, and tonal strategies 

14 
M: Apr. 23 Sonata Rondo Form 
W: Apr. 25 Sonata Rondo Form 
F: Apr. 27 Other forms if  time 

15 
M: Apr. 30 Analytical Paper due 
W: May 2 Review  
F: May 4 Reading Day (no class) 

FINAL EXAM: 8:00 am Section 001: Monday May 7 (8:00 am – 10:00 am) 
 
*Syllabus subject to change with fair notice 


